Job protection

M Necessity is the mother of invention for an
Omaha designer who entertains, but not just in

any old thing,

By Canis CHRISTEN
WORLD-HERALDSTAFF WRITER

Mary Anne Vaccarois living in an in-
visible world these days.

: S.'n!:'s making party aprons [rom clear
vinyl,

Flashback to Thanksgiving 2006. Vac-
carowas hosting a dinner party and put-
ting the final touches on her table when
her guests started to arrive. On her way
to the door, she caught a glimpse of her-
selfinthe mirror.

“I have spent my life making beauti-
ful things with beautiful fabrics and em-
bellishments," the couture designer
said from her Omaha studio, “So how
does it happen that Tlook in the mirror
and see that Ilook horrible?”

Her hostess apron was stained and
wrinkled. Worse yet, it clashed with her
outfit,

At11p.m., after everyone had gone
home, Vacecaro went into her workroom.
Hereyeslanded onapiece of clear
vinyl, which she had been experiment-
ing with for placemats. She held the
vinylup to her body and anidea clicked.
Whatif she made a clear apron from it?
See grabbed her scissorsand cut outa
pattern, She added ribbon ties, a pocket
and embellishments. Cute and func-
tional, she thought.

January 2007, Vaccaroattendeda
trade show in Atlanta at the invitation of
two designer friends from Texas. She
wasintent on marketing a line of de-
signer placemats —until she showed
her friends the apron one night over
cocktails. "They said, ‘Give up the
placematsand gowith theaprons.” '

Herlife hasbeen a whirlwind since,
“Sitdown! Jumpup! I have turned into
this frantic woman" trying toestablisha
brand, make a quality productinlarge
quantities, and market it nationwide. “1
can'teven sign my name without stop-
ping to do something .

The pace, she says, “is like doing
three Ak-Sar-Ben Ballsat once.”

For several months, Vaccaro worked
almost secretly in her studio, “1 have
had somany venturesinmylife ... 1
didn't want to say anything about the
apron project.”

Asshe got serious about making the
aprons, “Everything became clearin
my life. I even gotrimless glasses.” And
business cards printed on clear plastic,

She combed the world, via the In-
termet, to find the perfect materials:
clear, supple vinyl; glue that dries clear;
thread that looksinvisible on vinylL

*Tfound this guy in Taiwan at 2 a.m.
who would make neck fasteners for me.
But T hadtoorder 6,000 pieces—and
t'lu;lt was just the test lot." Vaccarore-
calls.

invisible Apron,

Where to find it

The Invisible Apron is avaitable at
Gadgeteer and The Aftemioon in Omaha
and Confluence in Bellevue, Or order
online at www.invisibleapron.com. Classic
apron shyles are $30.95; dressier
versions dotted with Swarcvski crystals
are $49.95 and $119.95.

“Thank goodness they worked.” She
fashionedaring from one of the fasten-
ers, "I'smy commitment ring.”

Hundreds of other details gointo es-
tablishing a venture of this sort: patents
and trademarks; storage for items that
must beordered in bulk; and the biggest
eye-opener, shipping fees, which can
more than double the costof an order.

“There's all of this stuff that I never
considered,” Vaccarosayvs. “And every-
thing has to be prepaid.”

Friends Kelly Diekmann, a graphic
designer, and Jim Scholtz, a photogra-
pher, helped create a Web site and other
marketing materials.

Photographing clear aprons for bro-
churesand displaysproved tobea
“nightmare," Vaccarorecalls, It's
rqugh, she says, tomake the invisible
visible infrontof a camera.

“My past came to the present,” says
Vacecaro, who has worked asa fashion
copy writer, layout artist and designer.

Theresult: A cleverly conceived
product that looks great with anything
you wear and wipes clean with a damp
cloth.

“Tt’s about efficiency in the minute-
mentality world,” Vaccarosays. Early
sales have been encouraging.

“I've sold to boutigues and catalogs
across the country. When it comes tomy
apromn, it"s what vou don't see that you
get.”

Detoctive Hilgert and Mary Anno Vaccaro Inspect Treesje handbag, 5635; Lodis
patont wallet, 5169, both from Von Maur; Springstreet lipstick, 522, Vaccaro, an
mmmmmmmw[s-m qulﬂ le
pladd sportcoat, $995, by Etra Milano ot Rossi Clothbers.
mummhumwnwmmmmm

coordinating jacket, 5498 (leatured on the cover), from Yon Maur. Gold cuff
bracelet, 518, and amber ring, $10, from Nebraska Clothing Comparny. Also
shown: Ella Moss strapless dress, §225, from Togs; Ororo sliver patont peep-too
purmpa, $300, and other shoes from Denlz at Rochbrook Village.



